
Traits and Technology Ideas, 5-12 
 
One key for many of these ideas is sharing files with students. Use the J drive (Shared 
on Fsstudents\Vol1 (J:)) to share files that students may use, but not delete or revise. 
Create your own folder or folders to keep things organized. 
 
If you would like students to be able to save work in a shared area, just make a work 
order request. You’ll get a folder where students can “hand in” work. Or set up a 
Wikispace for your classes or use the peer review tools in Turnitin. 
 
Trait(s) Ideas 
Learning the 
Traits 

Projector & Word or Smartboard software: Pull up a piece 
of content area writing and score it together for the traits that 
matter for your course or assignment. Revise a piece with the 
class using the projector. You’ll find Smartboard software 
under Start >> Smartboard. 
 
Online: Use the official 6+1 Traits rating site for practice using 
the scoring guides. 

Revising for 
Ideas, 
Organization, 
Word Choice, 
Voice, Sentence 
Fluency 
 
Editing for 
Conventions 

Word: Use the reviewing tools to revise or edit work.  
 Track Changes: Delete or add text without harming the 

original. The author decides to accept or reject the 
changes. 

 Comments: Add electronic comments to text. 
 Highlighter: Use color to draw attention to areas needing 

attention or compliments. 
 Versions: Go back in time to see how a document has 

changed. 
 Readability Statistics: Word can calculate the readability 

of a text when it checks spelling. Go to Tools >> 
Options >> Spelling & Grammar >> Show Readability. 

 

Wiki: Students can create documents together and discuss 
them or they can share their individual work with discussion 
and review. The review offers an opportunity to use the 
language of the traits. Wikispaces offers free space to teachers 
and it’s one of the easiest Wiki tools to use 
(www.wikispaces.com/site/for/teachers100K). 

Presentation Word: Create your own templates or use existing ones. (My 
favorite is a Regie Routman mini-book template you’ll find in 
your J drive folder.) 
 
Publisher: Plenty of ways to present information from 
brochures to flyers to cards to catalogues . . . all the templates 
are there. 
 
Photostory: This program is an easy way to create photo 
essays or multimedia shows. 
 



Trait(s) Ideas 
PowerPoint: Assist students in creating effective slide shows 
by examining font, colors, images, and more. What’s good on 
the printed page may not be good on the screen. 

Organization Inspiration: Of course, students can use this tool to organize 
their ideas using the web/diagram view or the outline view. 
 
Try out the templates . . . you’ll find some common types like 
persuasive essays ready to go. 
 
Word: You’ll find outlining tools here, but some students also 
work better with informal outlining using bullets. (Format >> 
Bullets and Numbering) 
 
Word: Creating simple tables for organizing notes or writing 
tasks can help students form better responses to assignments. 
You’ll find examples in the J drive folder. 
 
PowerPoint: It’s not just for presentations! Try using the 
slides as note cards. The slide sorter view (View >> Slide 
Sorter) gives students the chance to order and reorder their 
work. Change the printing options (Print >> Print What) to 
print multiple slides per page.  
 
To practice organizational skills, use PowerPoint or 
Inspiration to order and reorder items from your content.  

Word Choice Excel: Keep a shared spreadsheet of word alternatives or 
content vocabulary. 
 
Inspiration: Brainstorm new ways to say something tired or 
overused. 
 
Word: Create Scattergories cards with clues for your content 
area. 

Sentence Fluency Word: The simplest way to check for fluency is to press Enter 
at the end of each sentence. Scan the left and right margins 
for clues. Does each sentence on the left begin the same? 
Does the right side look like the Texas plains or the Colorado 
Rockies? 
 
PowerPoint or Photostory: Use the recording features in 
these programs so students can share their voices. Even if it 
isn’t their own work, they can benefit. (You could also use 
existing recordings.) 

 


