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Making a Movie with Images in Windows Moviemaker 

 

Your Moviemaker window has three main areas: 

 Movie Tasks (black) on 

the left 

 Collections/Video 

effects/Video Transitions 

share the middle (red) 

 Preview window on the 

right (green) 

 At the bottom is your 

timeline or storyboard 

(blue)—where you’ll line up 

the elements of your video: 

pictures, transitions, audio, 

titles, etc. You may switch 

views according to your 

preference.  

 Storyboard view shows 

blocks of images.  

 Timeline view shows how all 

the elements interact. 

 

Importing Images 

All of your images will be stored in your Collections. You might have images 

or video from many projects in the collections pane. 

 

1. Start at the top of the Movie Tasks.  

2. Click on Import Pictures. 

3. Navigate to the location where they are saved. 

4. Select the pictures you want. (Press CTRL + A to select all. Press 

CTRL + click to select some.) 

5. Click on Open. 

6. The pictures should appear in the Collections pane. 

7. Repeat until you’ve imported all the images you need. 
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Building a Storyboard 

 

1. Click and drag the images from the 
Collections area to the Storyboard in 
the order in which you'd like them to 
appear in your final movie. 

2. To rearrange your clips on the 
storyboard, just drag and drop them 
to a different location.  

 

Increasing or Decreasing Clip Time 

1. Click on Show Timeline. 

2. In the Timeline view, click on the clip 
you'd like to edit.  

3. Look for a triangle at the right of the clip. 
Click and drag until it’s the length you’d 
like. You’ll get a window (like the sample 
that tells you the duration).  

4. Repeat for each clip you’d like to 
increase. 

 
Add Audio 

 

1. In the Movie Tasks area, click on Import audio or music.  

2. Navigate to the music track you'd like to add to your movie.  

3. Click on Import.  

4. The music track will appear in your Collection view. 

5. Click on Show Timeline button in the Storyboard section of your 
screen.  

6. Drag your music track to the Audio/Music level of the Timeline. 

 

Adding a Transition 

 

1. In the Movie Tasks area, click on View Transitions. 

2. Click on the one you like. 

3. Drag the transition from Collections to your timeline. Drop it in 
between the two pictures.  

4. Preview your work using the Preview pane at the right. 

Storyboard view 

Timeline view 
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Adding an Effect 

 

1. In the Movie Tasks area, click on View Video Effects. 

2. Click on the one you like. 

3. Drag the transition from Collections to your timeline. Drop it ON the 
picture you’d like to change.  

4. Preview your work using the Preview pane at the right. 

 

 


